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“Jesus’ Continued Ministry Through the Holy Spirit Through Us”       

Pastor Jonathan 

 

One of the things I hope we have learned in the past couple weeks or more of 

sermon times together is the incredible and powerful statement that Jesus is the 

Resurrection and the Life. (John 11: 25) We learned that if He could raise his 

friend Lazarus from the dead by simply telling him to come out of the tomb, He 

could do so with anyone at any time. He could have brought forth His dream team 

or Hall of Famers of the faith, just by visiting the cemeteries and tombs of the 

prophets, priests and kings of Israel, telling them to “come forth.” In fact, He could 

just say the word and it would happen. He could immediately have had an army 

like Ezekiel 37 proclaims. He also told his disciples when Peter poorly displayed 

his sword skills in the garden that He could call upon twelve legions of angels. 

(Matthew 26:53) A Roman legion was 6,000 men. So we are talking at least 72,000 

angels which would likely be able to wipe out all the Roman army and any other 

military men in Israel in the day and much more. He could have done so. 

 

The surprising thing is that Jesus is choosing what we might call a bunch of 

misfits, a tax collector, a zealot, a few underemployed fisherman, and others to be 

his central team to change the world. Two of them even betray or deny Him at the 

critical moment, Judas and Peter. Peter is later restored. Judas is not. 

 

The surprising thing today is still that Jesus is choosing you and I to be his central 

team to change the world. He is doing so all over the world right now on every 

continent in thousands of languages, in every culture, where it is allowed and 

where it is illegal. Jesus is carrying out His ministry through many surprising 

choices. We are not the brightest and the best nor even the most loyal, just like the 

original twelve. Yet He uses you and He uses me. It’s quite amazing and 

something to worship Him and praise Him for accomplishing… 

 

It was always His plan. The Father sent Jesus to show people the Way, the Truth 

and the Life. (John 14:6) Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to comfort, counsel, teach and 

advocate for us. That is the meaning of that Greek word Paracletos. (John 14:16, 

15:26, 16:7) The Holy Spirit’s name means comfort, like your favourite comforter 

that warms you on a cold Canadian night. We had a “puff” blanket growing up, 

that was rayon or polyester on the outside and goose or duck down on the inside. 

As soon as you touched it, you were warmed, with a silky touch. The Holy Spirit 

reminds us we belong to Jesus. He has chosen us and we agree. He comforts us 
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with the words of Scripture. He also challenges us as the Counsellor. Going for 

counseling is hard work. It takes honesty and courage to face things about yourself 

you don’t like or others don’t like. The Counsellor tells you the truth and gives you 

a better perspective on your life than you currently have. The Holy Spirit does this 

for you as you read and study Scripture and pray. He speaks truth into your life. He 

is also the Advocate, which is more of a legal term expressing what a defense 

lawyer does for you. He takes up your case and speaks on your behalf before the 

Judge. (Romans 8:26) He tells you what you need to say in court, on the media, 

and in your personal relationships. It’s still your choice to say it, but He wisely 

counsels you in that advocate role. He gives you wisdom beyond your years of 

experience and education. Just ask. Be prepared to say and do what He counsels 

you to do. 

 

And so we can lead others to Jesus. We can speak out how great a need we have as 

we are so broken and sinful, rebels to God’s plan and love. Yet He pursues us, 

offering us Good News, a Gospel, that we can have a new relationship with God 

that brings life, hope and compassion of many kinds into us. We turn from our sins 

and rebellion and say, “Yes, Lord, take control of my life. Be the master of my life 

anew today. I give you myself and all that I am and hope to be…” The Lord comes 

in. The Holy Spirit comes in. You have new life and His Scriptures, interpreted and 

applied to today in small groups, and in private readings and study. He becomes 

our life line to understand and live out God’s way will in this world and beyond. 

All this comes about because the Holy Spirit draws you to Jesus, and you say “Yes, 

have Your way in me.” Say it again now. Say it and mean it everyday. 

 

Jesus teaches in John 16 that the Holy Spirit has a threefold ministry of conviction. 

He acts as a supernatural conscience for believers. The three areas of life into 

which the Holy Spirit speaks are: sin, righteousness and judgment. (John 16:8-11) 

Interestingly, these are areas that many churches are shying away from. Our own 

denomination in its recent theology of mission chose to avoid a discussion of sin 

and final judgment. Righteousness, according to that document, has more to do 

with environmental stewardship than personal ethics or what Jesus gives us by His 

work on the Cross and Resurrection. (Church Doctrine Report, A&P 2019, pp. 

245-257) 

 

Grappling with our sin is core to our relationship with God. The Holy Spirit 

convicts of sin=our rebellion against God, our brokenness, and our character 

defects. He tells us how important it is to agree with God about our sins, to turn 

from them, daily, and to seek God daily. The Holy Spirit gives us the courage and 

power to do so. If we neglect an understanding of sin, or only speak of love, then 
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we are missing the core problem between God and us, and making light of Jesus 

going to the Cross to die for our sins. Jesus dies to eliminate the barrier our sins put 

between us and God. We all come to Jesus as sinners. We all have areas in our 

lives that are not in accordance with God’s highest desire for us. We need to 

acknowledge sin and make it prominent, foremost, front and centre in our 

discussions of relationship with God, and how much we need God together, all of 

us, because of our sin, sinful thoughts, practices and ongoing rebellion against 

God. Trusting or believing Jesus always includes dealing with our sins, our 

disobedience. If you love Jesus, you will obey Him, John repeatedly teaches. (John 

14:15, 23, 15: 10) This reminds us we need each other to confess our sins to God 

and one another regularly for the forgiveness and renewal we all need. 

 

The second area the Holy Spirit addresses in our lives is righteousness. Now right 

versus wrong is not in vogue today. Our culture only wants to speak of differences, 

not right and wrong. But God often speaks of right and wrong in the Scriptures. 

Our sense of righteousness, right living, right perspective is critical. We also need 

to know that it is because of what Jesus does on the Cross for us that we have 

righteousness in the eyes of God. It is not because we are so good. Jesus goes to 

the Father to give us the Holy Spirit to teach us right from wrong. He teaches us 

what it means to be faithful to God, living in His love and care, mercy and His 

perspective. Otherwise we cannot tell the difference between evil and good. We 

can only see “differences.” Lying, cheating, stealing and murder can all be 

rationalized. That does not make them good. Identity statements can honour God 

and can oppose God. “I decide what I am, who I am. I am captain of my own 

existence, no one is going to tell me what to do. I do things my way.” You can hear 

that these are not God honouring statements, but statements of rebellion and deny 

the presence and importance of God’s speaking into my life through the Scriptures. 

The Holy Spirit teaches us about righteousness and right living. 

 

The third area the Holy Spirit addresses in our lives is judgment. There is a final 

judgment from God coming over every life, every person. We do not have the final 

say, but God does. The Holy Spirit reminds us of our accountability to God, and 

even greater accountability for leaders. Satan already knows he is defeated. He 

lives in light of his coming condemnation.  

 

The Holy Spirit guides us into all truth. (John 16:13) All truth is God’s truth. The 

Father gives to the Son. The Son gives to the Spirit who gives to us, as we need 

help speaking to one another in the body of Christ and to everyone we meet. (v. 

15) This was the Lord’s plan from the beginning. Jesus knew He would not have a 
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long life in his earthly ministry, and not a long ministry either. But He 

accomplished what He was there to do. He did it well. 

 

He selected leaders, even as we have selected leaders to help us all do the ministry 

together as Christians here at Grace Church, as followers of Jesus. We have elders 

in line with the Old and New Testament understanding of that word “elder” which 

gives us the name of our denomination and system of government “Presbyterian= 

elder led.” It doesn’t just mean we are an “older” church although that is another 

meaning for the word “elder.” It means we value the leader(s) God places over us 

to help us make decisions as a body, to listen to God, and to obey. 

 

In my reading through the whole Bible this year, I have once again been reading 

the third book of the Bible Leviticus, regarding the sons of Levi, the priests, the 

spiritual leaders of the people and Numbers, the fourth book of the Torah, the Law. 

There is a lot to understand in this section of the Bible. There is a lot on sacrifices, 

which lead us to understand the sacrificial death of our Lord Jesus Christ, amongst 

other things. (Read Hebrews 8-10 for more information.) The priests in Leviticus 8 

were to lay their hands on the sacrificial animal’s head. The animal would pay for 

their sins with its life, and this was to give us a sense of how serious and how 

difficult the forgiveness of sins was (and is). Substitutionary atonement takes 

place. The animal is substituted for the priest and the sins of the priest are 

transmitted to the animal through the laying on of hands. Jesus is our 

substitutionary atonement. He takes the penalty we deserve once and for all. There 

is a lot about the regular and various types of sacrifice in Leviticus.  

 

There are also some directions on how to ordain and set apart leaders to the LORD. 

In Leviticus 8:18-21, Moses offers a ram as a whole burnt offering to God, a 

pleasant aroma. And the pleasing smell was not so much the burning flesh but 

rather the picture of a life fully given over to God. The burnt offering was meant to 

say, “I give it all to you.” Then another ram is slaughtered, (v. 22) while this is 

happening the ones to be ordained place their hands on the ram, and their sins are 

forgiven. Blood is required for the forgiveness of sins. But with this ram, some of 

the blood of the sacrificial animal is placed on the lobe of the right ear, and the 

thumb of the right hand, and the big toe on the right foot. (v. 23) Now sometimes 

when we read the Scriptures, we ask, “What was that about?” And we rightly ask 

this question. Often we read portions of Scripture that we do not understand, 

trusting and hoping that we will. And there are many resources to help you 

understand parts of the Bible you don’t understand. Let me tell what I think the 

blood anointing is about. 
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Having received the forgiveness of sins, through the sacrifice of the ram, the life of 

the sacrifice represented in the blood, is then applied to these three parts of the 

body to tell those being ordained that they need to listen to God, with their ear(s); 

and they need to act for God, with their hand(s), and go where God tells them to 

go, with their foot(feet). That’s what I think the blood anointing of the priests 

represents. And we too need to have ears to hear, hands willing to do what the 

Lord says to do, and feet willing to go where God tells you to go, and spread the 

good news of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

The life of our family has been in part directed by the idea that we are willing to go 

where the Lord is willing to send us. We have sought to be faithful to that calling 

although we have wondered from time to time how well we have listened. May we 

all trust the Lord in these days together, going together where the Lord sends us, 

staying faithful to God in the days ahead. 

 

God’s great plan is to use you and me, the leaders and the members and adherents, 

all of us who call on the name of the Lord Jesus Christ together to introduce others 

to Jesus, to serve and love as He served and loved, and to not give up. Leading can 

be difficult, painful and tiring. But there is joy in following and serving the Lord. 

There is joy in knowing that Jesus doesn’t call us slaves or servants. He calls us 

friends. 

 

He gives us leaders to help us through these most difficult times. He gives us 

leaders to keep reminding us to be faithful to Christ and to His Word, no matter the 

cost. He gives us leaders to help us grow in our trust and relationship to Jesus by 

the power of the Holy Spirit to the glory of the Father.  

 

Let us trust Him in this new season, with our new elders. 

 

Let us pray. 

 

 
 


